
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2020, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

VIA ZOOM 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. through technological means 
(Zoom meeting). 

INVOCATION: Council Member Schue gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Goldberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

Guest: Mike Krebs of PACE Engineering 

Staff Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; Kiki 
Tunnell, Finance Manager; Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director; Susan Goodwin, 
Town Attorney; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS

None. 

PRESENTATIONS: PROCLAMATIONS; REPORTS: 

2. PROCLAMATION - Declaring September 11th Patriot Day and a National Day of
Service and Remembrance

Mayor Simpson read the proclamation declaring September 11th Patriot Day and a 
National Day of Service and Remembrance aloud for all to hear. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

3. PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE QUARTZSITE
TAX CODE - Conduct Public Hearing regarding proposed amendments to the
Quartzsite Model City Tax Code amending the Code of Quartzsite, Chapter 9
Transaction Privilege Tax by amending Article 9-1 Adoption of Tax Code to include
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all the 2012-2014 Model City Tax Code changes necessary to bring the Town 
current with those adopted by the Arizona Municipal Tax Code Commission. 

No one commented. 

BUSINESS: 

4. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of August 25, 2020 and the Special Meeting of August 25, 2020.

Council Member BearCat asked for a clarification. She said that at the last meeting, we 
had decided to take off 'phone' and 'garbage' on the modified zoning, and that is in the 
minutes. She expressed her concern that there was no notation of the changes having 
been made or not. 

Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager, clarified saying it has been corrected (including the 
phone and garbage), but we do not have the signed one back from the attorney. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council 
Regular Meeting of August 25, 2020 and the Special Meeting of August 25, 2020. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

5. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following series: -

• Accounts Payable Operating Account - Check Series -#4 7373-4 7388,
#47402-47416 totaling $54,066.02

• Payroll Check Series - #47389-47401 totaling $84,520.28

GRAND TOTAL $138,586.30

Council Member Cunningham moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll 
Paid, check number series 47373 through 47416 for a Grand Total of $138,586.30. 

Council Member Amon seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

6. ORDINANCE UPDATING QUARTZSITE MODEL CITY TAX CODE - Consider
adoption of an ordinance amending the Code of Quartzsite, Chapter 9 Transaction

Page 2 of9 
090820 Quartzsite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 



Privilege Tax by amending Article 9-1 Adoption of Tax Code pertaining to the 2012-
2014 Amendments to the Arizona Model City Tax Code to bring the Town's Tax 
Code current with the changes made by the Arizona Municipal Tax Code 
Commission. 

Kiki Tunnell, Finance Manager, presented to the Council a request to update the 
Quartzsite Model City Tax Code presented to the Town by the Municipal Tax Code 
Commission, a department of the Arizona Department of Revenue. The amendments 
made to the State's Model City Tax Code were verbiage only changes. Finance 
Manager Tunnel stated that by approving this action our Model City Tax Code will be 
current with the 2012-2014 State's Model City Tax Code. Finance Manager Tunnell 
stressed there were no tax or fee increases included in this amendment. Finance 
Manager Tunnell also said attachments of the summary of changes were placed on the 
Town website as well as contained in Council packets. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the ordinance updating the Quartzsite Model 
City Tax Code to be in line with the Arizona Model City Tax Code. 

Town Attorney Goodwin asked if when this item was first brought up on an agenda, the 
caption was read because there needs to be a reading of the caption. 

Council Member Goldberg read the caption of the ordinance aloud for all to hear as 
follows: 

"An Ordinance of the Town of Quartzsite, Arizona, Declaring that Certain Document 
Entitled "The 2012-2014 Amendments to the Tax Code of the Town of Quartzsite" as a 
Public Record; Amending the Code of Quartzsite, Chapter 9 Transaction Privilege Tax, 
by Amending Article 9-1 Adoption of Tax Code as Set Forth in "The 2012-2014 
Amendments to the Tax Code of the Town of Quartzsite" Relating to the Transaction 
Privilege Tax of the Town; Establishing Effective Dates; Providing for Severability and 
Providing Penalties for Violations." 

Council Member Amon seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

7. AWARD BID AND AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PURCHASE OF A VACTOR
TRUCK WITH A USDA GRANT.

Mike Krebs with PACE Engineering explained that a letter from PACE for the USDA with 
some back-up documents, part of the Council packet, in general, says that with this 
project, the Wastewater Treatment Plant, there was approximately $183,000 of budget 
grant money that was not utilized on the project. Mr. Krebs noted that in one of their 
discussions with USDA, one of the items they had asked to utilize the funds on was the 
purchase of a newer Vactor truck. He explained that the one the Town has does not work; 
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he thinks it starts and drives around, but that is about it. He said they got approval from 
USDA to go out to request proposals, and we put a contract and some specs together 
working with Emmett, Jesse and Nicci; he said Cliff was helpful with that as well. 

Mr. Krebs noted that in the process, we put it out to bid in early August and received five 
proposals from four different companies on trucks ranging from a cost of about $78,000 
to about $186,000. He said the year of those trucks were from 2002 to 2011; they did an 
analysis on that with the staff, and it basically summarized all the different proposals. He 
noted they did an evaluation summary that PACE and staff filled out as they saw the 
proposals; they brought that all together and did an average on it. 

Mr. Krebs said the selected truck, with the highest score, is from Haaker Equipment 
Company out of California with an office in Phoenix as well; pictures are in the Council 
packet. He said the age of the truck is 2009; it looks extremely clean with about 30,000 
miles on it and about 3,600 hours on the truck. He provided more details on the vehicle 
and its component. 

Mr. Krebs said we are recommending to purchase the truck from Haaker Equipment, 
which had the highest score, for $77,620.50 which includes taxes and freight to the 
jobsite. He explained that USDA needs the letter they put together and the meeting 
minutes showing the Council has approved this purchase contingent upon USDA's 
concurrence with the award. He said one of the items they included is the award 
document that says it is contingent upon concurrence with USDA, and the Town is ready 
to award it, we just need the USDA's approval of the evaluation and selection of the 2009 
International Harvester Truck with, he believes, a 210 Vactor System on it. 

There was a discussion of the mileage on the truck; axels on the Town's current vehicle 
and the one to be purchased and the weight capacity and horsepower of both. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff clarified that the proposed truck will do everything we 
need it to do, and he named some of the uses. 

It was explained the current truck will be auctioned off, and that the truck to be purchased 
has a one-year warranty on it with a $35,000 limit. 

There was a discussion of possible reasons for the varying mileages on all the proposed 
vehicles. 

There was a discussion of most of the tubing on the proposed truck being sufficient. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to award bid and authorize the purchase of a Vactor 
Truck with USDA grant pending USDA concurrence of the award. 

Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
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Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

8. ESTABLISH DATE, TIME AND LOCATION FOR WORK SESSION TO

CONSIDER TWO ITEMS: Develop Community Outreach Funding Program
Requirements and Timelines as well as a Procurement Process Update.

Council Member BearCat said we had a date, and we suddenly were told it was canceled 
without an explanation. She said that just two Members of the Council do not have the 
authority to cancel something the entire Council had agreed upon·. She explained that if 
we are going to set a date, she expects it to be the date set and kept; a Council decision 
has to be brought back to the Council. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said she thinks it is important; Council Member Bearcat is 
correct, if the Council established that date, it should have come back to Council, unless 
there was a really good reason, it should have come back to Council. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would concur in the sense that he thinks we do need to 
make sure we are in agreement on our procedure for doing so because things can 
happen. He said a lot of times it is very last minute, both in terms of creating meetings as 
well as eliminating one; it is very clear what our process is for establishing a special 
meeting, but it is not clear what needs to be done if something happens the last minute. 
He said he thinks that is a worthwhile discussion to resolve, but he thinks that tonight, if 
we could just go ahead and get these others scheduled, then we can address that issue 
and get it cleared up for future. 

Council Member BearCat asked if that could be a future agenda item. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied yes, we could do that. 

The Council decided to hold a work session on Thursday, September 17, 2020 at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom to discuss Develop Community Outreach Funding Program Requirements
and Timelines as well as a Procurement Process Update.

Council Member Schue later reported that he had lost Internet connection during this item 
and was unable to return to the rest of the meeting. 

Council Member Amon recommended that on Thursday, September 17th at 7:00 p.m. 
by Zoom we consider a work session to Develop Community Outreach Funding Program 
Requirements and Timelines as well as the Procurement Process Update. 

Vice Mayor Warner said second, I concur. The Mayor and several other Council Members 
audibly concurred. 

Mayor Simson asked if concurrence is sufficient on this item. 

Page 5 of9 
090820 Quartzsite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 



Town Attorney Goodwin responded that she thinks they ought to make a motion to 
establish the date. 

Mayor Simpson said we have a motion by Council Member Amon seconded by ... (here 
the Council Member BearCat seconded the motion). 

Council Member BearCat said I will second it. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
Absent: Council Member Schue 

9. ESTABLISH DATE, TIME AND LOCATION FOR WORK SESSION TO
CONSIDER THREE ITEMS: Restructure the Parks & Recreation Committee,
Establish an Advisory Board Appointment Process and Consideration of Updates
on the Magistrate Court Building.

Council Member BearCat said we had it scheduled for the 9th and to her knowledge, it 
was not unscheduled for the 9th; she asked if we are going to change that or go with the 
9th_ 

Town Manager Ferguson said it was not posted. 

There was a discussion of having this item's work session on September 21, 2020 on 
Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 

Council Member Amon moved that the workshop of September 2pt at 7:00 p.m. by 
Zoom be set aside to Restructure the Parks & Recreation Committee, Establish an 
Advisory Board Appointment Process and Consideration of Updates on the Magistrate 
Court Building. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
Absent: Council Member Schue 

10. CONSIDERATION OF HOLDING COUNCIL MEETINGS IN PERSON -
Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding holding future Council
Meetings in person rather than via Zoom.

There was a discussion of the Sturgis event and 250,000 people purportedly having 
tested positive from this event, hybrid meeting options, having people sign waivers of 
responsibility when attending meetings and Town health insurance for Council Members 
who attend Council Meetings in person. 
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There was more discussion of hybrid meetings, part Zoom and part in-person and the 
logistical considerations. 
Town Attorney Goodwin explained that all the Open Meeting Law requires for remote 
meetings is that the Council is able to be heard, and the Council can hear those who want 
to participate through the normal processes. She commented that organizing a procedure 
where a limited number of people are in-person for an item that they want to discuss in
person and then they leave is something we could make work. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that if we are not going to do Council Meetings 
live, we are kind of contradicting ourselves when we have the P & Z meetings live at the 
Community Center. She said citizens have been asking her about why that is. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like that answer, too. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that at this point in time, he thinks the staff has simply 
taken the direction of that board. He said that you, as the Council, can mandate that all 
meetings be held by Zoom until further notice; that is your prerogative. 

There was a discussion of reviewing the issue of in-person meetings on a monthly basis 

There was a discussion of Planning and Zoning meetings having been held in-person 
because of the importance of those items to the citizens. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the one issue we are going to have is that the Citizen 
Review Process will be a lot more difficult by Zoom; P & Z probably could accommodate 
with the citizens' participation. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said the Citizen Review is impossible to do by Zoom 
because it is for the citizens; Zoom just does not work for that. He said the P & Z 
Commissioners have made it clear to him that they cannot meet via Zoom; they are not 
able to do it. 

Council Member Goldberg indicated that she thinks that we table this for one-month (and 
stay with Zoom). 

Council Member Amon concurred. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill read the Chat Comment from Dennis Vosper: "The 
Sturgis numbers are fake news," and Dan said: "A council person can participate by 
phone if they don't want to appear in person." 

Council Member Goldberg asked the Town Manager to put the issue on the agenda for 
the first meeting in October. 

Council Member Amon concurred. 

Page 7 of9 
090820 Quartzsite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 



COMMUNICATIONS: 

11. Reports from the MA VCR on current events.

Mayor Simpson commented on some of the stresses caused by the pandemic, and he 
commented on mask usage. 

12. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Goldberg gave an update on the League of Cities General Meeting held 
last week via Zoom on the resolutions. 

• Resolution to support legislation requiring cities and towns to accept the consular
ID cards as a valid form of identification - she clarified that these cards cannot be
used to get driver licenses or voter IDs - it passed 54%

• The legislation that authorizes an ordinance imposing a penalty, fine, forfeiture or
other punishment to be posted on our website and published in a paper of local
circulation instead of posting in three or more public places- it passed, but it really
is up to the community - still posting in public places is totally acceptable

• Allowing governing bodies to use newspaper printed and published in their county
for public notices - it passed 92%

• Establish a state affordable housing tax credit - it passed 93%
• The changes in the charter - the first change was for a term to change from two

year to one-year - failed by 73% - the second change in the charter was to appoint
a standing charter committee to review proposed amendments to the charter -
passed 98%

Council Member Goldberg announced that she will be at the Park, at 8:30 a.m., in the 
morning for 9-11; they have basically canceled the 9-11 Ceremony in the Celia's Garden. 
She said they are doing everything on video, the Mayor will give his normal presentation 
on video, the PD and the FD will do it on video as well as the ringing of the bell. It was 
noted that Council Member Amon and Council Member Cunningham will be there, too -
both at 8:00 am. Council Member BearCat said she would be there probably a little later. 

Council Member Amon reminded everyone that Monday, October 5th is the Voter 
Registration deadline for our November Election. She said the Senior Center is holding a 
Voter Registration on September 18th

• 

Council Member BearCat noted that the BLM came out and cleaned up four dumped 
trailers on the ground. She spoke of directions concerning BLM land and State Trust land. 

Council Member BearCat announced that on the 10th of October at 6:30 p.m. the Chamber 
will host a Meet the Candidates Night via Zoom. 

Council Member BearCat announced this Thursday is for the 'business owner parks 
round table reopening' on the Chamber Facebook Page. 
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Council Member Cunningham announced that the Southern Baptist Church, on Sunday, 
had a beautiful ceremony for the first responders and put together backpacks for the 
Firemen and Police in this Town; she thanked the Church for doing that. 

13. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson said, in regard to the Census, all we know is that they are still 
in the door-to-door process; as of last week, we are still a little bit low. He said that some 
Townspeople participated; we got out there on the radio, and we are giving help at the 
Library to finish filling out your Census. 

14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member BearCat would like to see on a future agenda a plan of opening, how 
we are going to open. She said people want direction on how we are going to open. 

Mayor Simpson concurred. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:24 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:24 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 8, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 22nd day of September 2020. fl , 
\ 

✓WYdr�
On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
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Zoom Chat for September 8, 2020 
Quartzsite Town Council Meeting 

19:05:23 From Cliff ONeill : All persons participating in the Council 
internet meeting are expected to observe Council rules as well as the rules of 
politeness and good conduct. Ant person interfering with the meeting will have their 
participation ended by the meeting host. 
19:16:28 From SLCP Vosper. How's your criminal case going? 
19:17:23 From SLCP Y'all didn't think I'd miss this did you? 
19:19:36 From SLCP Susan, what's the mailing address for the Notice of 

Just 

Claim? 
19:23:34 

draft one. 
19:23:41 

19:24:11 

19:25:04 

point in time. 
19:26:10 

19:30:09 

19:34:08 

you. 
19:35:51 

From SLCP 
followed the 
From SLCP 
From SLCP 
From SLCP 

From SLCP 
From SLCP 
From SLCP 

Don't worry. Per your sage advice I "learned" how to 
template of the others O 
I've filed. 
Not nice to taunt a peer. 
Luckily others have my attention at this particular 

This winter will be a blast in QZ. Lots to do. 
Stop sneering. 
It's past bedtime. So sorry governance is boring for 

From SLCP Someone's phone is audible over the feed. Just an 
FYI. Army sound discipline. 
19:38:58 

phone. 
19:56:19 

19:56:57 

19:57:09 

From SLCP: Whoever that is, turn off the audio on the other 

From Dennis Vosper: The Sturgis numbers are fake news 
From Dennis Vosper : Which science? 
From Dan A council person canparticipate by phone if they don't 

want to appear in person 
20:16:23 From Dan what does the attorney think about referencing the 
percentage of gender relate to governing bodies 


